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Lebanon’s independence, whose 78th anniversary will be celebrated on November 22nd, 2021, is now
only superficially relevant. What is at stake now is no less than Lebanon’s survival as a nation and as
a state.

The legislative elections of March 2022 will either be an opportunity for the people to assert their
will, or yet another chance for the discredited political elite to assert their power.

Let us use our right to vote in order to reverse the course of history. We must not be discouraged by
a possible change of the voting laws which might weaken the diaspora’s vote. Let us support the
opposition, which is trying to emerge inspite of strong adversity.

Time is of the essence. Members of the Lebanese diaspora must be registered to vote before
November 20th. On the evening of that date, the total number of registered members will reflect our
capacity to mobilize the diaspora. So far, a little over 110,000 of us are registered, out of a total of a
million potential voters throughout the world. This number is insufficient. Are doubt, weariness,
indifference, and remoteness getting in the way of our will to vote? Probably. But the price we have
paid until now is to high for us to give up.

Let us register out of frustration of having been on the receiving end of history.

Let us register out of solidarity with our loved ones who live in Lebanon, including the children out
of school, the unemployed or inadequately employed graduates, the sick without care, the workers
without salaries, the young without a future, …

Let us register so that voluntarism and intelligence triumph over mediocrity and corruption.

Let us register so as not to forget those who have paid a high price to build the country.

Let us register so that we can have a valid answer when our children ask us what we did to change
the situation.

And most of all, let us register because we are convinced that this country is ours, especially in bad
times. We are irrevocably attached to it and it needs us.

We must get engaged massively and democratically in order to regain an independent Lebanon, and
in order to ttake our destiny into our own hands, instead of having it controlled by others.

Let us register before November 20th, and vote massively in March 2022. Let us actively participate
in democracy. We must resolutely turn our backs to resignation and defeatism. This vote may be but
a step, but it is a fundamental step which will show our mediocre political elite and the whole world
that our determination to reconquer our independence is unwavering.


